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For Paws Rescue, 2014 was a BIG YEAR as it was our 10th Anniversary of SAVING LIVES!
In 2015, we will have some even bigger numbers to celebrate! Paws Rescue will hit three
major milestones this year. By mid-2015, we will have spayed or neutered 3,000 cats and
1,000 dogs, and we will celebrate our 1,000th adoption of our rescued cats or dogs since
2004!
For more than a decade, our ability to accomplish this work has been due to the generosity of
the citizens and businesses in Vicksburg and Warren County. Paws Rescue is composed of a
small army of determined volunteers who work every day to benefit the homeless animals in
our community. Without the help of our volunteers, foster homes, and local business
sponsors, we could not have achieved these goals! (We still can’t believe it is true! And how
time flies!)
We have been keeping statistics on adoptions and spay/neuters since Paws Rescue was
founded in July of 2004. At the end of 2014, we had a cumulative total of 915 adoptions, and
we had spayed or neutered 2,870 cats and 939 dogs. We look forwarding to meeting our
major milestones this year with your continued support! To celebrate, Paws Rescue will have
a “Milestone Party” this summer for our 11th Anniversary! Stay tuned to our newsletters,
Facebook page, and website (www.pawsrescuepets.org) for more details on the upcoming
festivities! Many, many thanks to all of our supporters!

More exciting news about us…….
Paws Rescue is very pleased to announce the addition of a new Board Member, Natàlia Vinas!
Natàlia has volunteered and fostered animals for Paws Rescue since 2009. Here’s a brief
profile on our newest addition to our rescue team…
Where do you live? Vicksburg, MS
Your job? Biologist at ERDC. I work on understanding the effects of pollutants on the environment.
What animals do you own? My Dogs: Nuka, Beltza, Landry, and Layla. My Cats: Tailspin, Ona, and Trufa
(continued on page 2…)
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What animals are you fostering for Paws Rescue? Hershey the dog and Lenny the
cat (crowded house! )
Why do you volunteer for Paws Rescue? The work that Paws Rescue does on
improving the life and quality of life of animals in this area is incredible. They really
make a difference in so many lives. To see the changes happening before and after
these dogs and cats find loving families is just amazing! While it can be challenging at
times, it’s extremely rewarding. Also the spay-neuter programs are absolutely crucial,
so I love that Paws is so involved in those! Everybody should foster at least once, it
does save lives!!
Welcome Aboard, Natàlia!

• For Paws Rescue, an important part of our role in animal rescue work is public education. The more the
members of our community understand what we do and why we do it, the more we can help the homeless cats
and dogs in our area. Beth Whitehead, one of our Board Members, gave a presentation about Paws Rescue,
animal safety, and pet care to the Cub Scouts of the Wolf Den of Pack 107 on Monday the 13 th. It was a perfect
opportunity to educate some of the younger people in our community! Beth’s dog, Harley, did some of the
speaking also! Harley was kind enough to provide some excellent examples of his dog obedience skills for the
crowd. Beth discussed several important topics with the Cub Scouts such as how to behave when approached by
a strange dog or the proper way to act around someone else’s pet. She covered the topic of rabies, types of
animals that carry this deadly disease, and the importance of vaccinating your pets. She wrapped up the visit by
explaining what Paws Rescue does and how we save so many of the homeless cats and dogs in the VicksburgWarren County area. Beth enjoyed the opportunity to interact with the enthusiastic young men and answer all
their questions! If you are interested in having Paws Rescue pay a visit to your organization, please contact us at
601-415-2319 or leigh@pawsrescuepets.org.
• Paws Rescue will have a booth at RIVERFEST on Saturday the 18th from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stop by and say hello
to Faulkner, one of our handsome rescue dogs who is looking for a Forever Home! Enjoy the Music and
Festivities!

A big round of applause and a THANK YOU goes to Jenny Karel, her coworkers, and her class at Beachwood
Elementary. The students in her class finished an education unit on pets, and they decided their service project
would be a food drive for Paws Rescue! We really appreciate everyone’s time, effort, and donations from the
students and teachers!
A big THANK YOU to everyone at Petsense for taking care of our foster kitties at the store! We really appreciate
all of your hard work!!! Please support your local Petsense and say “Thank You” for all they do for Paws Rescue!
Another big THANK YOU to Animal Medical Clinic, Petsense, and Tractor Supply for sponsoring our pet food
donation boxes at their businesses! If you would like to make a donation of pet food or supplies to Paws Rescue,
you can leave it in our donation box at any one of these locations, and we will pick it up! Thank you for your
support!
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Phillip • If you are looking for a dog with style,
charisma and lots and LOTS of personality, Phillip just may be the dog for you! Like many rescued pets, Phillip
had a pretty tough start to his life, but he doesn’t give it a second thought these days. Phillip is a natural
entertainer and works hard to make sure everyone is smiling and in a great mood when he is around. Phillip
has been vaccinated and neutered, and he would make a perfect pet for an individual or family who likes to
jog or go on long walks. If you are interested in giving him a loving home, please contact Paws Rescue by email
at Leigh@pawsrescuepets.org or phone 601-529-1535 for an adoption application.

Eclipse • Eclipse is just one of those dogs who steals
your whole heart within minutes of meeting her. She is a beautiful Great Dane mix, and she has an outgoing
and happy personality! Eclipse is also playful and loves to run - She is fast and graceful, and often wonders
why you can’t keep up with her! Eclipse needs to be the member of a one-pet family, preferably living with
folks who can give her a lot of time, attention, and exercise. She does not like other dogs and cats. Because of
her size, she could accidentally knock down small children. Eclipse has been spayed and vaccinated and is
ready to steal your heart and be part of your family. If you are interested in adopting Eclipse, please email
Leigh@pawsrescuepets.org or phone 601-529-1535 for an application or more information.
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Looking for a Community Service Project for Your Teenager, Church,
Boy Scout Troop, or School?
How about a Food & Supplies Drive for Paws Rescue’s Homeless Animals?
We always need help keeping our pantry full! For more information on how
to help please email us at leigh@pawsrescuepets.org or call 601-529-1535.

Information provided on the Humane Society of the United States’ website by the National Council on Pet Population
Study and Policy shows the following estimates for 2012-2013:



3,500—Number of animal shelters in the U.S.



6 to 8 million—Number of cats and dogs entering shelters each year



25 percent—Percentage of purebred dogs in shelters



3 to 4 million—Number cats and dogs adopted from shelters each year



2.7 million—Number of adoptable cats and dogs euthanized in shelters each year



30 percent—Percentage of shelter dogs reclaimed by their owners



2 to 5 percent—Percentage of shelter cats reclaimed by owners
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Volunteer Spotlight Questionnaire
Name/Town: John George ~ Vicksburg, MS
Occupation: Retired from the Engineer Research & Development Center
Hobbies: Exercising at Wyatt’s Gym & Salt Water Fishing
Pets (types, names and ages): Rufus, Dachshund, 10 yrs. old & Samson, Rat Terrier, 16 yrs. old
{both deceased}
What do you do for Paws Rescue? I have a number of local stores where I pick up food and other
donations.
Why do you volunteer for Paws Rescue? Jeanne Kelley makes me!  Over the years, I have met
a number of volunteers for Paws Rescue that I have really been impressed with. Their sole focus is
for the care of the cats/dogs that they come in contact with and in finding them a home that will take
proper care and provide them the love they deserve. The amount of time and effort these individuals
put into this mission is amazing. Their hearts are definitely committed to doing the best job possible.
Most memorable volunteer experience with Paws Rescue: Before I was an “official” Paws
volunteer we experienced the compassion of Leigh Conerly, President of Paws Rescue. Our Rat
Terrier {Samson} of 16 yrs. passed away and we called Paws to see if they wanted Samson’s
blankets, food, etc. Leigh came to our home with words of comfort and warm hugs. The empathy
Leigh gave us will always be remembered and appreciated.
Is there anything else you’d like to tell readers? Paws Rescue provides an invaluable service to
the Vicksburg/Warren County area. We thank the volunteers for their time and efforts on behalf of all
our animal friends.
- Editor’s note: John George is one of our wonderful “yes-men”…If we ask him to do anything, he
says “YES!”, and we greatly appreciate his wife Carol and her help also!
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Paws Rescue participates in several
community fundraising programs with various
businesses. These companies donate money
to Paws Rescue based on YOUR daily activities
such as shopping, walking, driving, or reading!
By enrolling in these programs and selecting
“PAWS RESCUE” in “REDWOOD, MISSISSIPPI”
as your charity of choice, we will receive
contributions from these companies at
NO COST TO YOU!

Kroger Community Rewards – Register your Kroger Card and select Paws Rescue or enter our
Kroger NPO ID# 72798. Kroger will donate a percentage of your purchase to Paws Rescue! Register online
at https://www.kroger.com/CommunityRewards

Amazon.com – Using your existing Amazon account (or by creating one), you can log in
through our Amazon-sponsored Paws Rescue “AmazonSmile” webpage and for every purchase you make on
Amazon, they will automatically donate a percentage of your sales to us. If you are in your Amazon account,
find their SMILE program, and be sure to select Paws Rescue in Mississippi as the charity of your choice!
The Paws Rescue Amazon website is https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0525725
Wooftrax “Walk For A Dog” Free App – Going out for a walk or hike with your dog today? Don’t forget to
use the free “Walk For A Dog” App and help raise funds for Paws Rescue! Just download the App and select
Paws Rescue in Redwood, MS as your supporting rescue! For every mile you and your dog walk, a donation
will be made to help Paws Rescue’s homeless dogs. Their website is http://www.wooftrax.com/
Other Ways to Support Paws Rescue….

Mississippi Specialty License Plates – By purchasing an “I Care for Animals” license plate from
your county Tax Collector, a portion of the fee from this specialty plate is shared with Paws Rescue and
other shelters throughout the state to help spay, neuter and care for homeless animals.
Rescue Proud Magazine — If you are interested in subscribing to “Rescue Proud Magazine” (formerly
“Rescue Me” Magazine) and you use Paws Rescue’s ID code when you signup, 60% percent of the
subscription fee is donated to Paws Rescue. The Paws Rescue ID is D102. You can subscribe to Rescue Proud
on their website at http://www.rescueproud.com/Subscribe

TIME - If you cannot afford to donate money to Paws Rescue, please consider donating YOUR TIME by
volunteering at an event or fostering a rescued cat or dog! Paws Rescue pays for all authorized veterinarian
services for our fostered pets and has a food and supplies pantry for fostered animals. All you have to do is
give your love and your time to foster a homeless animal…and be prepared to be loved back!
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Faith was found on Fisher Ferry Road with a severe case of mange. The mange had caused an additional
infection on her skin and she was in pretty bad shape. Paws Rescue stepped in to help, and Faith began a
very long road to recovery. During this time, she was fostered by Clayton and Beth Whitehead. They noticed
that after a few weeks of treatment, her personality began to come out. “She was silly and a bit bossy with her
foster brothers and sisters, but also extremely loving. She loved to play, especially with her stuffed toys and
carried them with her everywhere she went” said Beth.
After months of treatment, it was time for Paws Rescue to begin looking for Faith’s new Forever Home. Beth
was writing up the description that Paws Rescue uses when marketing their adoptable animals for potential
new owners. "We were filling out the required information about Faith in the Paws Rescue forms, and I just felt
sick to my stomach.” said Beth. “We had fostered for Paws before and had seen first-hand the wonderful
homes that Paws Rescue finds for the animals that it takes in. But somewhere along the way, Faith had
become part of our family. We decided that her place was with us, and we adopted her." Beth and Clayton
credit Faith as their inspiration to become more active with Paws. "We saw what a difference Paws makes to
the animals in our community. Without Paws Rescue, Faith would not be here. We began attending more
events, fostering more animals, and I eventually became a Board Member," says Beth. "Our lives are now
extremely busy, but we wouldn't have it any other way. We may have saved Faith, but she has been gift to our
family. It's amazing the difference one little dog can make!"
- Beth Whitehead, Paws Rescue, VP and Board of Directors
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HAPPY TAILS!!
These pets have found wonderful new homes! Thanks to our fabulous
adopters and foster homes for saving their lives! Wouldn’t you like to save
the life of a loving dog or cat by adopting a Paws Rescue pet? Check out our
adoptable cats and dogs on our website at www.pawsrescuepets.org!

Pluto

Chico

James

Chess

Lucky Henley

Biscuit

Eden

Ruth

Harley

Hetti

Shelly

Grits

Wren

Tango

Gravy

Karina

See more HAPPY TAILS on the next page…
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Cass

Gibson

Oreo

Sasha

Gabby

Buddy

Daisey

April

Maurice

Garth

Eddie

Nugget

Ozzy

Bear

lucy

Oscar

Kaleigh

Chelsey

Jack

Lenny and Dimples
FOSTERING & ADOPTING SAVES LIVES!
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Sebastian

Yes! I Want to Help Paws Rescue’s Homeless Pets!
And Here’s How You Can…

You can donate by sending a check to Paws Rescue.
Please note on the check if you are making a contribution for a specific animal or a memorial donation.

Please mail your check to: Paws Rescue, PO Box 13, Redwood, MS 39156
Paws Rescue is a 501(c)3 organization and your donation is tax deductible. We will mail you a receipt!

OR

You can donate securely online at our website www.pawsrescuepets.org
on our “Donate” page using your credit card or your PayPal account!
Please note in the online information if you are making a contribution for a specific cat or dog’s medical cost
or a memorial donation. Please include a mailing address or an email address so we can send you a receipt!
OR

Paws Rescue now accepts credit cards!
If you would like to make a donation or pay an adoption fee with your credit card in person to one of our
Board Members, please contact us at info@pawsrescuepets.org or call 601-529-1535.
We will send you a receipt!
• Paws Rescue is an ALL VOLUNTEER, 501(c)3 nonprofit! Your donation is tax deductible! •

MEMORIAL DONATIONS Have you, a friend, or a family member lost a loved one or a precious pet? You can
make a Memorial Donations in memory of a beloved person or pet. When you send a check with the details of the
person or pet who you are honoring, Paws Rescue will send a letter to the family to let them know that you donated
in honor of the memory of their loved one. In addition, the person or pet you honored with your Memorial Donation
will also be included in our next newsletter in our “In Loving Memory of…” section. To make a Memorial Donation,
please follow the donation instructions on this page.
LEAVE A LEGACY OF YOUR LOVE FOR RESCUED PETS - If you would like to consider leaving a monetary
donation to Paws Rescue in your Last Will and Testament, simply contact your attorney. If you do not yet have a
Will, your attorney can draw one up for you that will include the legal language for leaving a donation to Paws
Rescue. If you already have a Will, a Codicil can be drafted, which is basically a simple amendment to your existing
Will. For more information, contact us at leigh@pawsrescuepets.org or 601-529-1535.

Page 11 of 12

Page 12 of 12

